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ities had begun betuween the Panteraan and the large
was still too early in the conflict to determine
aces had the advantage. Up until now, the reason for
Most members of the
attributed the war to bad blood between the tuo
charge levelled by the Mantodeii, namely, that they
le to the property was passed off as a subterfuge.
the other hand, claimed that they possessed good
hat they tooK possession of the planet before the
opinion was still against the Panterran for blowing
ship ocut of the sKy without bothering to ask

in dreadful shape. He lived in fear that one of the
ould discover the duplicate deed and trace it back to
was not merely concerned with this one battle. Since
the first duplicate deed to the Mantodeii, Paul had
false deeds. He had wvisions of being confronted

all the aggrieved parties. He was therefore not too
ndamon dropped in unexpectedly.

loockK terrible,
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I'm scared shitless that one of
will find out and come after me."
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cur mind open to me."

a voice from inside his head. Paul was surprised
was not Ouwhindamon 's. lhen he opened his ewves he was
to find out that he was not in his dining room, but
ge room, and that the voice belonged to a young

ed Paul.

and I am a friend of Owhindamon's.
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ocple of my world were all rich bevond belief.
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Ps came intoc the sKy at dawn on our day of
in minutes, thousands of my pecple lay dying
ital city. The attack was planned with deadly
same instant, starships winkKed into being over every
celled-out death to our people. Just as quicKly as

too did they disappear. lle Knew not who ocur invaders
determined to Know before they struck again.
his leaders together to take counsel. While each

nt had lost some friend or family member, their

most to the people they governed. The cost in 1ives
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ointed out to the gathering that the invaders had
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in travel might be detected.

e research had been done by the scientists, it was

e invading force had come from several different

t from ohe central location. This fact more than any
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In addition,
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al strategic locations were equipped with weapons
Time passed slowly in those Ffirst weeKs after the
as evervone uwaited for the inevitable second battle

g the day of the first invasion, the second battle
warning svstem detected disturbances in hyper space
area of ocur quardrant. Some of the engineers were
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50 gentle was his touch.
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indeed sentient.
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out. I loocKed rou

» MY new friend would not respond to their
hen lost patience and began to strike him with their

When this |[treatment produced no better results, they used

It was obvious that the creature was in great
11y obvicus that he would not answer their

¥, they began to cudgel him with a club, with each
n a striking him.

0 withess this depravity: I called out for the

d that they leave him alone. For their part, they
me and continued to torture my friend. It was then
other creatures in the cage. Each one was as

as being beaten, vet each one wore a looK of deepest
tenance. As their friend winced, so winced thewv.
flect a blow, 20 did they seeK to avoid some neu
rlier thoughts of their sentience began to fade: it
that they uwere merely mimics with with no pouers of

oWw long the creature could endure such pain.
d with a sigh. At that very instant one of the

the cell sat bolt upright and a film came over his |
ments he was back to normal, although it appeared
tion was slightly out of joint. The children and I

of the cage and wept, not so much from a sense of

owledge of the suffering the creature had endured.
ht I heard a voice somewhere? and turned my
hence it came. But the wvoice had grouwn silent,
ut what it said.

and

lay down with the children for the night, I uwas
ohne called me by name. "Elissa," said the voice,
d by Azhuwersdon's death."

t of my sKin with fear, when I heard my name called
nd the cage frantically to see who had called me.,




but all I could s
of the cage. "ladh

search of the are

"1 am a friend:
am communicating

d
1

alarmed?! calm voutl
Ashuweredon's death

I was incredulous

:

e uere the creatures huddled together on their =ide
are vou," I whispered as I continued my visual

60 not be alarmed. You cannot see me talking, for 1
iith vou directly by means of my mind. Don't be

reelf.
a®

s I said earlier, do not be troubled by

talk to me throug
I heard the voice
from vou at this

get up, stretch,

Watch now."

To my surprise, o
stood up, stretch

I could not accept the fact that someone could
my mind. I was beginning to doubt my sanity, when
again. "Please believe me: I am sitting accross
nstant. To prove the validity of what I say, 1 will
alk to vour side of the cage and then =it down.

e of the creatures at the opposite end of the cage
d, walked to my side of the cage, and then sat doun.

The looK on my face must have been one of utter amazement, for when he

sat down, he burs
the cage laughed

laughing as well.
The laughter felt

anything to laugh

"1 trust you beli
myself?: I am call
Hrashinda, Whoosh
Panterran, or the
planet, Owhinda.

establ ish a game p

captured to secur
not Know of our t
while

however , and Kneuw

"He iz at peace

friend.,
matter of fact,

Thiz latest

in captivity
information as vou

in
Know the meaning o
Hrashinda /
As

idea w
ohe they called As
breathe his last =

out laughing. At that, all the other creatures
n unison. It must have been contagious, for I began

I laughed so hard, tears rolled douwn my cheeKs.
good though, for it had been weeKs since 1 had
about.

in

Let me introduce
Ahiradou ,

ve me how? came the query. Good.

d Ouwhindamoh. These are my friends

era, and Owhindar. e are captives of the

cat people, as vou call them. This is our home

The Panterran invaded us some fifteen months ago to

reserve. lle are spies for our people. ldle were
information for the war effort. The Panterran do

lepathic powers, so we learn valuable information
There are risks involved in collecting

recently uwitnessed. We are all volunteers,

of the riskKs when we accepted our assignments."

the bosom of the people. He did not die as vou
¥ that term. He is right now in our midst. Py
saved him from the void just as he expired. As
hweredon would likKe to speakK to vou now."

as too far-fetched for me to belive. I had seen the
huweredon die before my eves. 1 had heard him

igh? watched as the pain and care ebbed from his

countenance. Yet, just as Ouwhindamon had said, a voice began talkKing
to me.
"Hello, Eliszsa. DOon't be troubled on my account. As Owhindamon told

70U,

I am not dead

at least not in the way vour pecople commonly use

i




What happened next occcurred with such rapidity that I can barely sort

out the sequence pf events or the details. I remember thinKing that I
Wwas about to die, and feeling the pain of the laser ripping through my
flezsh. I alse saw Ouhindamon and the cthers come behind the guard.

Ouwhindamon realized that I had been hurt, and was focusing on both the
guard and myself. He appeared to be trying to make a decision betueen
turning his attention upon the guard or upoh me. The others had

already overpowered the guard, soc that Ouh indamon turned his attention
to me.

The pain became a
breathing wasz bec
a puddle of liqui
was seized with i
die and a great 1
to diminish, and

OQuhindamon? he wa

most unendurable, and my mind began to fog over. My
ming more rapid and shallow. I fell to the floor in
. I realized that the liquid was my own blood, and
surmountable fear. I was now certain that I would
nging for life came over me. My strength continued
could barely Keep my eves open. I heard
speaking slouwly but very clearly.

lissa. Do not fail yet, I must get prepared. Hang
ELIBSH "

"Elissa, Elissa,
on - do not fail:

I began to drift
ooz ing from my WO

nd could no longer concentrate on my pain, the blood
nds , or Owhindamon's wvoice.

"ELISSA ! ELISSA! Please hang on, I am almost ready."

I then felt a sud
My eves focused o
pain was excrucia
had the strength

thought he was my
came I wanted to

waves he would no
ALOMNE GODDAMM IT
DIE LEAYE ME ALO

en surge of pain which rockKked me to consciousness.
Owh indamon as he prodded my side with a stick. The
ing, but to my amazement, he prodded me again. It 1

eft, I would have screamed at him to stop - 1

friend but he treated me 1iKe this when the pain

nd it but he Kept the pain coming in unendurable
leave me alone he Kept the pain coming LEAYE ME

EAVE ME ALONE YOU SON OF A BITCH LEAVE ME ALONE TO
LEAVE ME ALOMNE LEAYE ME ALONE ALONE ALONE ALONE.

and I heard his voice and grabbed onto it as the
¥ life. Then it haprpenned.

He called me then
last foothold to

I was out of my body. I floated incorporeal in the
and without pain. As I floated I felt as if I had a
lion, eves. I could see my body supine on the
ee DOuwhindamon with a smile on his face staring right
ted in the &air’ he was wiping tears from his face as
he held a sticK in his other hand. I could see the others as they
held their priscner. I could see the children wailing as they looKed
at my dead body. I could see through the walls of the building to the
battle going on in the courtyard. I could see beyond the courtyard to
the fields adjocining curs, I could see the battle raging all accross
the planet. I could see the combatants dying, fighting, performing
heroic deads. I gould see into the forests where Owhindamon's pecple

For a brief secon
air, utterly freae
thousand, no a mi
ground. I could
at me while 1 flo




the word. Just b
cut from the void
importantly, he a
conscicusness whi
were troubled by

of brief duration
the grasp of eith
bosom of the Peop

B

1
=
t

ta

"Don't be trouble
like Owhindamon's
confinement will

dreams . You will

The day began hot
restless and pace
hot too far off,
came to me after

"Our people have

this camp in a sh
low and do not mo
mats and blanKets
time is right for
my call, for our

mats and wait for

The children and

eternity. Outsid
in time, it zeeme
The smell of burni
the combatants usa
battle moved away.
summons. Finally /[

"Elissa, come out

The children and 1
cage. I could seg
no further instruc
entrance of our pr
building accross ¥
We immediately ran
cage and went insi
building, soc uHWe ue
corner.

In a short while,

belohg to Owhindamon.

when too late, I d
his laser upon me

fore I expired, Hrashinda Flucked my conscioushess
and incorporated my being into himself. More

20 provided a home to thbse elements of

h I had stored during my lifetime. I can tell vou

he pain which I experienced at the end. It was only
and could be mithstood.j I am fine now, and am past

r pain or suffering. Go‘always with peace in the
a." |

|
any longer, Elissa," came a voice which sounded
"Khow that you have friends here, and that Your
ot be endured in solitude. Rest now, and dream good
feel better at the break of day."

and muggy. In the camp,ithe guards were unusually
nervously outside ocur cage. Sounds of a battle,
egan shortly after daybreak. Owhindamocn's voice

he first sounds of battlé erupted.

egun a counter-assault. !The battle will lead to

rt while. Make sure tha{ vou and the children 1lie

e when the assault begin#. Get under the sleeping
for further protection. I will call to you when the
fleeing from this cage. \ﬁboue all else, listen for
ime for escape will be limited. MNow, get under the

me . ;
|
|
waited under the mats for what seemed 1iKe an
the sounds of battle greuw closer and at one point
liKke the battle raged d%rectly outs ide our cage.
ng wood filled the air, and the sueat and fear of
wafted on the breeze. jn time, the sounds of
8till, the children and I waited for Ouhindamon's
the voice in my head went off.

r

|
|
from the mat, and walk siouly to the cage entrance."
|
removed the mats and cr‘mled to the entrance of the
no one inside or ocutside of the cage. Since I had
tions, the children and I waited next to the
ison. Owhindamon then told us to run to the
rom the cage, and hide iﬁside until he got there.
the short distance tc the building across from the

de. 1t appeared as if no one else was in the
nt toward the backK of thé building and sat in a dark

I naturally assumed to
my friend at the dooruay.,
He turned

we heard footsteps which
I jumped up to meet
iscovered that it was a Panterran guard.

and fired.




lived. 1. could =
telling them stor
could see the chi
bevond the planet
any one of the pl
choszse. I could s
1 chose. Finally
children and my d

kWhen I returned e
Try as I might, I
alarmed when I co
clear and melodio

"Elissa,

I did as he

instry

ee the old people caring for the voungsters or

ies. I could zee the mothers suckKling their voung: I
ldren plaving their games in the trees. I could see
to the stars themselves: could turn my attention to
anets; could see the people living on them if I =o

ge and touch and go to anvplace in the universe that

r 1 wanted to come back to Ouwh indamon and the
ead sel¥f.

verything was as it had been before, save one thing.
could find no trace of Owhindamon. I began to grouw
Uld not see him. His voice came to me ‘then more

s than before.

raize vour hand and looK down."

of the arm and ha

much 1ikKe Ouhindamon's.

fingers: the fur

orange-red; the fingernails too long and unkKempt.

understand what w

"Go to the puddle
reflection."

I walked out the d

Ouh indamon direct

aver to catch a glimpse of my reflection.
not the form I had come to associate with

OQuwh indamon ,

ycted, but could not understand what I S8l
d I expected to see,

Instead
I saw a hand that looKed very
The thumb too far removed from the other

n the backside of the hand that shaggy., bright

I did not

s happening.

of water cutzide this building, and looK at Your

to which
cautiously bent
in the face uwas
‘me .’

cor and over to the puddle of water
d me. I edged up to the water, and
LooKing me

1 thought to myself that some joKe was being playved upon me, that my

senses had someho
building. The 'm
floor. I walked

none.
of the breast to
within that lifel

"I am dead or ins

"You are neither,
in the same way t
is alive and will
me and many other

How can this be,
myY CWh Conscoiusn
any privacy trapp

I placed my head against the chest.

been tricked. I turned and walkKed back intoc the
that I had come to Know was lying dead on the

ver to the body and felt for a pulse. There uas

I was greeted by no swell

indicate breath? no heart beat in its steady rythmn
55 body.
agne - or both, 1 thought to mvsel+f.

h

came the reply from Owhindamon. "You are within me
at Ashuweredon iz in Hrashinda. Your cohnsciocusness
continue to be alive, but vou now share a body with

s as well."

thought to myself. How can I share a body but have
5. I shall go insane for suretd I will never have
d as I am with a mindreader in the same body.

1

d




"Dorn 't make probl
gach of us within
times when each o
telepathic for th
have developed ru
enter a person's

extreme emergency
Your case, I dee
need for companio
instructions for

appearance the ot
months , and if we
go as planned. 1
vou will grow to

"Then 1 am truly

"Yes , vou are wit

I think vou Knou
his planet along
mounted that atta
nuclears. The Pa

As for myvself, 1
OQuh indamon 's cons
when he askKs for
the only women in
the area tidy and
our shared consci
I have given mysel
separate. I supp
personal ity in my
changed since 1 h
worried that I wou

My children are gr
Know that Owhindam
might take them in
really ansuwered me
not given to every
the People are gra
Pecple's progress
has alwayvs bothere
asK Owhindamon , he
someday. Anyuway.,
and hiszs people in
become an official
wavs, are trving t
Kind within the Ga

"I don't Know what

it

ms where none exist. You will have privacy, as do
my body. All people need Privacy, and there are

us wishes to be left alone. My pecple have been
usands of vears. Over that long stretch of time, ue
es and methods of maintaining privacy. I cannot
ind unless they allow me - ohnly in instances of
do uwe enter a consciocusness without permission.

d it necessary to enter vour mind because of wour
ship and also to be credible when I issued

he battle todav. We uwere surprised by vour
er da¥. We have planned this invasion for several
did not warn vou sucessfully the invasion might not
am truly sorry that vour body has died, but I think
iKe it with my friends and 1.

In

ith vou, nou" I asKed to Owhindamon.

the People for now and forever."

he rest of Owindamon's story, Paul. He escaped from
ith a few of his friends. After the Owhinda had

K against the Panterran, their world was devasted by
terran do not take Knidly to losing battles.

ave made friends with the many people sharing
iousness., I have given my counsel to Quhindamon
and sometimes ] give it unbidden. I am one of
our little community as it were, and I try to Keep
neat. You see, if I may use a parable to explain
usness, there are many spaces for people to occupy.
f the function of Keeping the spaces neat and

se that my Jjob is just an extension of my

previous life. It's really funny how little has
ve been with Owhindamon, especially when I was

1d not have my own existence.

and I see them occasionally. They both

o had rescued me. I have askKed Owhindamon if we
whern their time to die approaches. He has hever

» but I have found out over the vears that space is

one. Only those who are necessary for the future of

nted this gift. Those who cannot contribute to the

die just as wou or I normally would. One thing that

d me iz that I cannot see why I was chosen. lhen 1
does not say but indicates that I will Know

the children are grown how. My son helps Owhindamon

their fight against the Panterran. My daughter has
in the Federation. Both of them, in their own

o right the uwrongs done by the Panterran and their

lactic community. I am very proud of both of them."

OWN NoW ,

to say, Elissa. When I stop and thinKk about vour




problems , mine seem sort of
what you've been through and how you've borne up under vour

difficulties. I just hore that I can do as well as vou have:
sometimes seems llike I am completely alone and that I am total

Unaware of what to do or houw to do anvthing.
when I nesded wvoul

Elissa tauched her

lips. "I will be
Wwill show vou the
I'll bet he wants

Knouw. I should'nt

him waiting for a

Paul awoKe to find
did vou thimhk of

"She is a remarkKab
in love.,"

"I Know what vou mean my friend.

adhere to strict p

insignificant.

I admire vou great

ThankK you for be

Ty fapy

It
1y
#ng here

hand to Paul 's cheek, and then Kissed him on the
here when you need me, Just tell Owhindamon and he

way to me.

to go to Borneo.
tell vou this, but sometimes
to maintain complete Privacy, if you Know what I mean.
while longer,

He's getting pretty restless by ﬂhe way ,

He's got a girlfriend ther

it gets a litt
kle can

if vou like."

Ouwh indamon smiling his gap-toothed smile.
my friend?"

Elissa,

s ¥You
le hard

Keep

"What

le woman. If I did'nt Khow better, I'd thin@ I uwas

rivacy .,

is

Sometimes
it not?"

it is very difficult to
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